
The 2020/21 MHGC Season – President’s Report

This time last year, the AGM saw no change to the MHGC Committee, with myself
staying on as President and Noel and Darryl remaining as Treasurer and Secretary
respectively.

The MHGC Encouragement Award went to  Kim Seeley  and Neale  Hooke received
the Peter Bachelor Award for his services to the club.  Tim Cooper was the  worthy
recipient of the Whitey Whiteman award for incurring a  considerable  cost  without
even leaving the ground. Unfortunately due to COVID, they’re all still waiting for
their inscriptions on the appropriate trophies.

COVID also put paid to our annual Parachute Repack night. So if you’re not happy
with packing your own chute, please ask other club members to help you out.

We continued to reach out to speakers
for  our  club  meetings,  with October
seeing  a  great  presentation  from  Bill
Pain, the creator of the Cloud 9 Morph
harness, which you can fly both prone
and  supine/seated.  Sounds  quite
appealing for those of us getting on a
bit.

Despite  all  the  restrictions,  the  annual  BBQ was  well  attended,  providing us  the
opportunity to catch up in person.

The year has seen CASA and Airservices proposals causing issues for our sport, with
many members providing feedback to their proposals.  It’s  yet to be seen how the
proposed changes will affect our activities, with the most worrying being the effect
that  the  proposed  Mangalore  airspace  changes  could have  on  our  activities  at
Locksley.

Other issues at sites like Flinders have been a worry, but so far they have not stopped
us flying.



On a more positive note, proposals for work
at Mt Dandenong have been well received
by  Parks  Victoria,  which  is  encouraging.
Progress has been a little delayed recently
due to the violent storms that have affected
members of the Mt D Taskforce who live
local to the site.

On the competition front, members of the
club  have  attended  both  the  Forbes  and
Corryong  competitions,  with  Peter
Adriaans  and  Todd  Wisewould  taking  1st

and 2nd place respectively in the latter, nice
work guys.

Other  events  have  not  been  so
fortunate,  with the  Queen’s  Birthday
Event having to be cancelled, but club
members  have  been  investigating
other ways to keep current within the
ever  changing  COVID  restrictions,
with  some  ground  handling  and
skimming sessions at  public  reserves

like Mooroolbark. Lets hope that this can also attract a few new members.

On the subject of new and retaining members, Peter Cass has spearheaded a club
initiative  to  encourage  returning or  low airtime pilots  with training grants.  These
grants have been funded by Sport and Recreation Victoria.

Big  shout  out  to  Peter  Holloway  for  continuing to  train  and support  the  club at
Locksley. Without instructors we have no
sport,  so please support  Peter  in keeping
our sport alive.

The club had a  very  successful  fly-in at
Bright  for  the  Australia  Day  weekend,
which included my first thermic flights off
Mt Buffalo, with Saturday being a bit of a
rodeo.



We had a great family BBQ at Porepunkah
on Sunday night. This is where I got a call
about a boat, which ultimately leads to my
time as President coming to an end.

What  started  as  Kim  and  I  casually
looking  on  line,  suddenly  got  very  real
very quickly, when our dream yacht came
up for sale in Australia over the Australia
Day weekend.

So Hang Gliding will  have to be
put  on  hold  for  a  bit,  as  we
prepare,  not  only  the  boat,  but
ourselves,  before  a  quick  trip
round  Tas,  then  heading  to
England and beyond.

The  plan  also  involves  moving
WhereToFly over to a VHPA server,
so it will still be available for those
who use it.

Finally  a  massive  “Thank  You”  to
the committee for all their help over
the  last  few  years.  Couldn’t  have
done it without you.

Phil


