
The 2019/20 MHGC Season – President’s Report

This time last year, the AGM saw no change to the MHGC
Committee, with myself staying on as President and Noel
and  Darryl  remaining  as  Treasurer  and  Secretary
respectively.

The MHGC Encouragement Award went to Tushar Pokle,
very well deserved and I was chuffed to receive the Peter
Bachelor Award.

It was good to see our annual Parachute Repack night in October  being  very well
attended. Thanks go to Peter Holloway for making the arrangements and Joe Chitty
for providing his expert knowledge.

October  saw  a  few  Club  members
have  their  first  go  at  the  coast  run
from Bell’s Beach,  myself  included.
Getting to Spion felt great given the
conditions.  There’ll  definitely  be
more attempts. I also flew some new
sites  for  the  first  time  this  year,
including Landscape and Venus bay.

We  had  a  good  turn  out  for  our  November
meeting to  listen  to  out  guest  speaker  Rohan
Holtkamp.  The  members  who  attended
benefited from his technical and mental tips on
cross country preparation.



The  Club  Christmas  BBQ went well, with the only casualty being Peanut, as I fed
him some left over Veggie Burgers. He bounced back quickly, but FYI onions and
garlic are poisonous to dogs.

A few of the Club attended a January
lecture  at  the  Royal  Aeronautical
Society in  Melbourne.  We heard from
Aerospace Legend Burt Rutan about his
work  on  composite  aircraft  and
spacecraft. A great evening.

Kim and I spent the Christmas Break in Portland with family, but we took our gliders.
Only managed to fly Nuns Beach, but there are some great looking sites around the
peninsular that took many wind directions. A great destination for a break.

And then… COVID and lockdown…

There was much discussion on the pros, cons and legalities of
Hang  Gliding  during  the  pandemic.  In  the  end  this  boiled
down to  the  wishes  of  site  owners  and  the  imposed  travel
restrictions. Our Club dealt fairly well with the restrictions and
managed  to  avoid  much  of  the  friction  other  clubs  went
through. Many thanks to our members.

The first phase of restrictions were eased just in time to celebrate Peter Holloway’s
10 year anniversary of operations. Free tows! Thanks Pete!

We were  still  allowed out  for
the Queen’s Birthday weekend
in June. This drew a few pilots
to  Locksley  for  some  weak
Winter thermal and after some
tandems with Pete, it was great
to see Kim back in the dolly.

The second wave of infections put VIC on the naughty step and the re-imposition of
the lockdown has curtailed most of our flying since, with the notable exception of



those outside the restricted areas on the surf coast, who have been taking advantage
of some unseasonable Easterlies.

The Club has put the downtime to some good use and we now have a few new Safety
Officers. Congratulations to Todd, Jay and Neil and thanks to Gabriel for running the
workshop on-line.

Having  our  Club  meetings  on-line  has  also
allowed  us  to  organise  some  guest  speakers
from father afield.

We  had  the  pleasure  of  Lisa  Bradley’s
great  enthusiasm for  our  June  meeting.
Her  school  and  tow  park  are  now
definitely on the Club’s to-do list.

Vicki Cain joined our July meeting and gave
us an insight into the workings of Moyes.

It’s unlikely that  we’d have had the pleasure of meeting these guests without the
impetus of the virus outbreak.

The Club was awarded a  Sports  VIC grant  to  help assist  with the affects  of  the
pandemic. It will be used to cover our fixed costs given the reduction in membership
fees and it can also be used by members to help with any additional training costs
required to get back in the air safely.

On the administration side, the Club has been rationalising our handling of member’s
details and has transitioned to using the SAFA PayPal system for renewals. See the
Club’s website for details: https://mhgc.vhpa.org.au/join-payment-options

Finally,  the  Club  has  been  exploring  the  issues  of  retaining  and  attracting  new
members.  There  are  no  quick  solutions  and  ultimately  they  all  depend  upon  the
sport’s capacity to train new pilots. Anyone up for that challenge? Many thanks to
Neil Hooke for facilitating this and the members who’ve contributed.

I know we’re all itching to get back in the air once the restrictions are lifted, so take
care and be sensible about it - please do take advantage of our sports grant if required.

Phil

https://mhgc.vhpa.org.au/join-payment-options/

